


October 3, 2025 .
PETITIONS FOR TEMPORARY URGENCY CHANGE—PERMITS 129474, 12949, 12950, AND 16596

Sincerely,

Kent Gylfe
Director of Engineering

C J. Ling, K. Emanuel — State Water Resources Control Board
J. Fuller — National Marine Fisheries Service
D. Hines - California Department of Fish & Wildlife
B. McFadin, V. Quinto — North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board
G. Davis, D. Seymour, T. Schram, J. Martini-Lamb, D. Manning, D. Royall —Sonoma Water
C. O'Donnell, A. Brand, V. Ball — Sonoma County Counsel
R. Bezerra ~ Bartkiewicz, Kronick & Shanahan
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MAIL FORM AND ATTACHMENTS TO:
Please Indicate County where State Water Resources Control Board
your project is located here: DIVISION OF WATER RIGHTS
P.O. Box 2000, Sacramento, CA 95812-2000
Tel: (916) 341-5300 Fax: (916) 341-5400
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights

PETITION FOR CHANGE

Separate petitions are required for each water right. Mark all areas that apply to your proposed change(s). Incomplete
forms may not be accepted. Location and area information must be provided on maps in accordance with established
requirements. (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 715 et seq.) Provide attachments if necessary.

Sonoma / Mendo.

I:l Point of Diversion I:l Point of Rediversion [I Place of Use ' I:l Purpose of Use
Wat. Code, § 1701 . Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 791(e) Wat. Code, § 1701 Wat. Code, § 1701

] Distribution of Storage Temporary Urgency ] Instream Flow Dedication ] Waste Water
Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 791(e) Wat. Cods, § 1435 Wat. Code, § 1707 Wat. Code, § 1211

[I Split I:l Terms or Conditions D Othen
Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 836 Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 791(e)

| (we) hereby petition for change(s) noted above and described as follows:

Point of Diversion or Rediversion — Provide source hame and identify points using both Public Land Survey System descriptions
to ¥4-Y level and California Coordinate System (NAD 83).
Present:

Proposed:

Place of Use - identify area using Public Land Survey System descriptions to ¥-% level; for irrigation, list number of acres irrigated.
Present:

Proposed:

Purpose of Use
Present:

Proposed:

Split
Provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers for all proposed water right holders.

In addition, provide a separate sheet with a table describing how the water right will be split between the water right
holders: for each party list amount by direct diversion and/or storage, season of diversion, maximum annual amount,
maximum diversion to offstream storage, point(s) of diversion, place(s) of use, and purpose(s) of use. Maps showing the
point(s) of diversion and place of use for each party should be provided.

Distribution of Storage
Present:

Proposed:







MAIL FORM AND ATTACHMENTS TO:
Please indicate County where State Water Resources Control Board
your project is located here: DIVISION OF WATER RIGHTS
P.O. Box 2000, Sacramento, CA 95812-2000
Tel: (916) 341-5300 Fax: (916) 341-5400
http:/iwww.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights

PETITION FOR CHANGE

Separate petitions are required for each water right. Mark all areas that apply to your proposed change(s). incomplete
forms may not be accepted. Location and area information must be provided on maps in accordance with established
requirements. (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 715 et seq.) Provide attachments if necessary.

Sonoma / Mendo.

D Point of Diversion D Point of Rediversion D Place of Use D Purpose of Use
Wat. Code, § 1701 Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 791(e) Wat. Code, § 1701 Wat. Code, § 1701

D Distribution of Storage Temporary Urgency D Instream Flow Dedication I:I Waste Water
Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 791(e) Wat. Code, § 1435 Wat. Code, § 1707 Wat. Code, § 1211

D Split D Terms or Conditions D Othen
Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 836 Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 791(e)

| (we) hereby petition for change(s) noted above and described as follows:;

Point of Diversion or Rediversion — Provide source name and identify points using both Public Land Survey System descriptions
to ¥%-% level and California Coordinate System (NAD 83),
Present:

Proposed:

Place of Use - Identify area using Public Land Survey System descriptions to %-% level; for irrigation, list number of acres irrigated.
Present:

Proposed:

Purpose of Use
Present:

Proposed:

Split
Provide the names, addresses, and phone humbers for all proposed water right holders.

In addition, provide a separate sheet with a table describing how the water right will be split between the water right
holders: for each party list amount by direct diversion and/or storage, season of diversion, maximum annual amount,
maximum diversion to offstream storage, point(s) of diversion, place(s) of use, and purpose(s) of use. Maps showing the
point(s) of diversion and place of use for each party should be provided.

Distribution of Storage
Present:

Proposed:



http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights




MAIL FORM AND ATTACHMENTS TO:
Please Indicate County where State Water Resources Control Board
your project is located here: DIVISION OF WATER RIGHTS
P.O. Box 2000, Sacramento, CA 95812-2000
Tel: (916) 341-5300 Fax: (916) 341-5400
http://iwww.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights

PETITION FOR CHANGE

Separate petitions are required for each water right. Mark all areas that apply to your proposed change(s). Incomplete
forms may not be accepted. Location and area information must be provided on maps in accordance with established
requirements. (Cal, Code Regs., tit. 23, § 715 et seq.) Provide attachments if necessary.

Sonoma / Mendo.

|:| Point of Diversion D Point of Rediversion |:| Place of Use |:| Purpose of Use
Wat. Code, § 1701 Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 791(e) Wat. Code, § 1701 Wat. Code, § 1701

D Distribution of Storage Temporary Urgency D Instream Flow Dedication D Waste Water
Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 791(e) Wat. Code, § 1435 Wat. Code, § 1707 Wat. Code, § 1211

I:l Split D Terms or Conditions D Othen
Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 836 Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 791(e)

| (we) hereby petition for change(s) noted above and described as follows:

Point of Diversion or Rediversion — Provide source name and identify points using both Public Land Survey System descriptions
to ¥-% level and California Coordinate System (NAD 83).
Present:

Proposed:

Place of Use - Identify area using Public Land Survey System descriptions to Va-¥ level; for irrigation, list number of acres irrigated.
Present:

Proposed:

Purpose of Use
Present:

Proposed:

Split .
Provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers for all proposed water right holders.

In addition, provide a separate sheet with a table describing how the water right will be split between the water right
holders: for each party list amount by direct diversion and/or storage, season of diversion, maximum annual amount,
maximum diversion to offstream storage, point(s) of diversion, place(s) of use, and purpose(s) of use. Maps showing the
point(s) of diversion and place of use for each party should be provided.

Distribution of Storage
Present:

Proposed:



http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights



http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrlghts/water_lssues/programs/fees
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrlghts/publlcatlons_forms/forms/docs/pet_lnfo.pdf

MAIL FORM AND ATTACHMENTS TO:
Please indicate County where State Water Resources Control Board
your project is located here: DIVISION OF WATER RIGHTS
P.O. Box 2000, Sacramento, CA 95812-2000
Tel: (916) 341-5300 Fax: (916) 341-5400
http://mww.waterboards.ca.gov/iwaterrights

PETITION FOR CHANGE

Separate petitions are required for each water right. Mark all areas that apply to your proposed change(s). Incomplete
forms may not be accepted. Location and area information must be provided on maps in accordance with established
requirements. (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 715 et seq.) Provide attachments if necessary.

Sonoma / Mendo.

I:I Point of Diversion D Point of Rediversion I:I Place of Use I:I Purpose of Use
Wat. Code, § 1701 Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 791(e) Wat. Code, § 1701 Wat. Code, § 1701

D Distribution of Storage Temporary Urgency I:I Instream Flow Dedication D Waste Water
Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 791(e) Wat. Code, § 1435 Wat. Code, § 1707 Wat. Code, § 1211

I:I Split D Terms or Conditions D Other
Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 836 Cal. Code Regs., tit. 23, § 791(e)

Application Permit License [:] Statement l:]

| (we) hereby petition for change(s) noted above and described as follows:

Point of Diversion or Rediversion — Provide source name and identify points using both Public Land Survey System descriptions
to ¥4-%4 level and California Coordinate System (NAD 83).
Present:

Proposed:

Place of Use - Identify area using Public Land Survey System descriptions to ¥4-¥: level; for irrigation, list number of acres irrigated.
Present:

Proposed:

Purpose of Use
Present:

Proposed:

Split
Provide the names, addresses, and phone numbers for all proposed water right holders.

In addition, provide a separate sheet with a table describing how the water right will be split between the water right
holders: for each party list amount by direct diversion and/or storage, season of diversion, maximum annual amount,
maximum diversion to offstream storage, point(s) of diversion, place(s) of use, and purpose(s) of use. Maps showing the
point(s) of diversion and place of use for each party should be provided.

Distribution of Storage
Present;

Proposed:



http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights
















































https://www.savingwaterpartnership.org
https://nonfunctionalturfca.org































Coordination with Regional Water Quality Control Board

For change petitions only, you must request consultation with the Regional Date of Request
Water Quality Contro! Board regarding the potential effects of your proposed
change on water quality and other instream beneficial uses, (Cal. Code Regs.,
tit. 23, § 794.) In order to determine the appropriate office for consultation, see: 10/1/2025
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterboards_map.shtml. Provide the

date you submitted your request for consultation here, then provide the following
information.

Will your project, during construction or operation, (1) generate waste or
wastewater containing such things as sewage, industrial chemicals, metals, O Yes @ No
or agricultural chemicals, or (2) cause erosijon, turbidity or sedimentation?

Will a waste discharge permit be required for the project? G Yes @ No

if necessary, provide additional information below:

On Octlober 1, 2025 Jessica Martini-Lamb of Sonoma Water sent an email to Bryan McFadin of the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control
Board (NCRWQCB) to notify the pending filing of these temporary urgency change petitions. NCRWQCB staff including Bryan McFadin participated
in a biweekly meeting on 9/5/2025 where Sonoma Water staff discussed water quality monitoring and the temporary urgency change petitions filing.

Insert the attachment number here, if applicable: :‘

Local Permits

For temporary transfers only, you must contact the board of supervisors for the Date of Contact
county(ies) both for where you currently store or use water and where you propose
to transfer the water. (Wat. Code § 1726.) Provide the date you submitted

your request for consultation here.

For change petitions only, you should contact your local planning or public works department and provide the
information below.

Person‘Contacted: Date of Contact:

Department: Phone Number:

County Zoning Designation:

Are any county permits required for your project? If yes, indicate type below. O Yes No
|___l Grading Permit l___lUse Permit D Watercourse D Obstruction Permit
I___l Change of Zoning DGeneraI Plan Change I___l Other (explain below)
If applicable, have you obtained any of the permits listed above? If yes, provide copies. O Yes O No

If necessary, provide additional information below:

nsert the attachment number here, if applicable: E
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http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterboards_map.shtml

Federal and State Permits
Check any additional agencies that may require permits or other approvals for your project:
I—_—l Regional Water Quality Control Board I:I Department of Fish and Game
l—_—| Dept of Water Resources, Division of Safety of Dams I—_—l California Coastal Commission
[:l State Reclamation Board [:l U.S. Army Corps of Engineers [:l U.S. Forest Service
l:l Bureau of Land Management I:l Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
l—_—| Natural Resources Conservation Service
Have you obtained any of the permits listed above? If yes, provide copies. G Yes No
For each agency from which a permit is required, provide the following information:

Agency Permit Type Person(s) Contacted Contact Date Phone Number

If necessary, provide additional information below:

Insert the attachment number here, if applicable:[:I

Construction or Grading Activity

Does the project involve any construction or grading-related activity that has significantly C) Yes No
altered or would significantly alter the bed, bank or riparian habitat of any stream or lake?

If necessary, provide additional information below:

Insert the attachment number here, if applicable:[:

Page 3 of 4













NOTICE OF EXENPTION

TO: K Office of Planning and Research FROM: Sonoma Counfy Water Agency
State Clearinghouse 404 Aviation Blvd.
1400 Tenth Street . Santa Rosa, CA 95403

Sacramento, CA 95814

X County Clerk
County of Sonoma
585 Fiscal Drive, Room 103
Santa Rosa, CA 95403

County Clerk
County of Mendocino
501 Low Gap Road
Ukiah, CA 95482

Project Title: Petitions Requesting Approval of Temporary Urgency Changes in Water nght Permits 12947A,
12949, 12950,-and 16596 in Mendocino and Sonoma Counties

" Project Location- Specific: The proposed project will occur in Mendocino and Sonoma counties at Lake
Mendocino, in the Upper Russian River from Coyote Valley Dam/Lake Mendocino to the confluence with Dry
Creek, Dry Creek downstream of Warm Springs Dam/Lake Sonoma, and in the Lower Russian River from the
confluence with Dry Creek to the Pacific Ocean. Figure 1 shows the minimum instream flow requirements for the
Russian River system. Communities and cities along the Russian River include Ukiah, Hopland, Cloverdale,
Geyserville, Healdsburg, Forestville, Mirabel Park, Rio Nido, Guerneville, Monte Rio, Duncans Mills, and Jenner.

Project Location — City: N/A )
Project Location —~ County: Mendocino and Sonoma

Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project: The Sonoma County Water Agency (Sonoma
Water) controls and coordinates water supply releases from the Coyote Valley Dam and Warm Springs Dam
projects in accordance with the provisions of water rights Decision 1610, which the State Water Resources
Control Board (State Water Board) adopted on April 17, 1986. Decision 1610 specifies the water supply
conditions for the Russian River and the minimum instream flow requirements for the Upper Russian River, Dry
Creek, and the Lower Russian River, which vary based on hydrological conditions and cumulative inflow into Lake

Pillsbury as the hydrologic index (Figure 1).

Sonoma Water is filing temporary urgency change petitions (TUCPs) requesting that storage thresholds in Lake

- Mendocino be used as the hydrologic index to determine the water supply condition in the Russian River
watershed. An urgent need exists to implement the proposed changes due to the drastic reduction of potential Eel
River water imports through Pacific Gas and Electric’s (PG&E) Potter Valley Hydroelectric Project (PVP). Without
the proposed changes, the applicable minimum instream flow requirements may require releases of water from
Lake Mendocino and Lake Sonoma at levels that would risk significant depletions of storage levels. Such
depletions could cause serious impacts to human health and welfare and reduce water supplies needed for
protection of listed salmon species in the Russian River. These changes are necessary to ensure that the water
supply conditioni and corresponding minimum instream flow requirements in the Russian River watershed are
aligned with actual watershed hydrologic conditions. This is essential to maintain sustainable reservoir/river
operations to protect municipal water supply and listed salmon species in the Russian River.

In Sonoma Water's water right permits’ terms established under State Water Board's Decision 1610, the water
supply condition for the Russian River is determined using cumulative inflow into Lake Pillsbury as the hydrologic
index. Lake Pillsbury is a storage reservoir located in the Eel River watershed for PG&E’s PVP, which transfers
water into the East Fork of the Russian River (East Fork).




Since 2021, a transformer bank failure at the PVP powerhouse has resulted in significant reductions in Eel River
transfers into the Russian River. This failure caused PVP hydropower generation to cease and with it all
associated discretionary transfers of Eel River water to the East Fork. With the plans to surrender the license and
decommission the project, PG&E announced in March 2023 that the transformer would not be replaced,
permanently ending hydropower operations.

With hydropower operations no longer occurring at the project, PG&E has stated that discretionary transfers
beyond its FERC license and contract obligations will notbe made. As a result of the project no longer generating
hydropower, discretionary transfers of Eel River water to the East Fork have been reduced by up to 456 acre-feet

per day!,

Additionally, on July 31, 2023, PG&E submitted a long-term flow regime request to modify flow requirements
under current Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) license. To reduce the potential seismic risk at
Lake Pillsbury's Scott Dam, PG&E made the decision to keep the spillway gates open atop Scott Dam indefinitely,
reducing the water storage capacity in Lake Pillsbury by approximately 20,000 acre-feet. Consequently, PG&E
claims that Lake Pillsbury can no longer sustain normal operations under the current license terms. PG&E
proposed a reduction in the minimum release flow requirements for the East Fork flows starting in 2024 until
project decommissioning is complete. The long-term flow regime request is still under review by FERC. On
January 30, 2025, as part of this process, PG&E submitted a Non-Capacity License Amendment application as
requested by FERC.

While the license amendment request is under FERC review, PG&E will continue with annual requests for a
temporary variance of flow requirements due to the seismic risk at Scott Dam and its decision to no longer close
the spillway gates. On August 4, 2025, FERC issued an order approving PG&E's February 14, 2025 variance
request. FERC approved changes to the minimum release flows in the Eel River and the East Fork that included:
(1) a reduction in minimum release flow requirements for the Eel River below Scott Dam to the critical water year
classification requirement of 20 c¢fs; (2) a reduction in minimum release flow requirements for the East Fork
Immediately from 75 cfs to 25 cfs and an authorized reduction to 5 cfs if water temperatures of Lake Pillsbury
releases exceeded 15 degrees Celsius; (3) the minimum release flow requirement for the East Fork to increase
on September 30t to 25 cfs and remain there while the FERC order is in effect. Post September 30", reductions
to the East Fork may be implemented if PG&E forecasts storage in Lake Pillsbury to drop below 12,000 acre-feet.
The order will terminate upon storage in Lake Pillsbury exceeding 36,000 acre-feet after October 1.

Without the proposed changes to Sonoma Water’s water rights permits, actual water supply conditions in the
Russian River may be misaligned with the designated water supply condition based on the Lake Pillsbury
cumulative inflow hydrologic index. As described above, multiple changes to the PVP operations have reduced
and could further reduce the transfers of Eel River water into the Russian River. The historical link between the
two watersheds on which Decision 1610 is based is no longer applicable. The hydrologic index of Decision 1610
is no Jonger a reliable metric for Russian River water supply conditions without the historical large inter-basin
transfer and will not function as intended, While the Lake Pillsbury watershed on the Upper Eel River and the
Upper Russian River are adjacent basins, the hydrologic conditions can be quite different. For example, in water
year 2021, Lake Mendocino experienced the second driest year on record for the Ukiah Valley (period of record:
128 years), unequivocally a ‘Critical’ condition. However, based on the cumulative inflow to Lake Pillsbury, water
supply conditions in the Russian River were classified as ‘Normal’ on January 1, 2021, and ‘Dry’ on February 1,
which remained the designated water supply condition for the rest of the calendar year.

Over a month, the difference between water needed for a ‘Normal’ water supply condition and a ‘Dry' condition to
maintain instream flow requirements is almost 4,500 ac-ft under the winter minimum instream flow requirements
of Decision 1610. Under spring and summer requirements, it amounts to over 6,500 ac-ft. Year-round, the
additional amount of water needed between a 'Dry’ water supply condition and a ‘Critical’ condition to maintain
instream flow requirements is nearly 3,000 ac-ft over a month. During a period of drought, not properly assessing

1 pVP has design flow capacities of up to 240 cubic feet per second (cfs) through the powerhouse for power generation and
up to 135 cfs through the powerhouse bypass to meet FERC license requirements for minimum release flows into the East
Fork of the Russian River and water supply contract requirements with the Potter Valley Irrigation District.




the water supply condition could lead to significantly more depletion of storage than intended under such
conditions. Such was the case that occurred during the 2020-2022 drought when the D1610 hydrologic index if
followed would have resulted in an additional 25,785 ac-ft of storage release prior to the reservoir reaching its
seasonal low point of 12,864 ac-ft on October 23, 2021.

Under the current Decision 1610 hydrologic index, the applicable minimum instream flow requirements may
require releases of water from Lake Mendocino and Lake Sonoma at unsustainable levels if the Russian River
watershed experiences significantly less rainfall than the Lake Pillsbury watershed. Given the changes to PVP
operations, the influence of the Eel River water imports on downstream hydrologic conditions in the Russian River
is greatly diminished. Therefore, cumulative inflow into Lake Pillsbury is no longer an appropriate metric to assess
the hydrologic conditions in the Russian River watershed. Continuing to use this metric to determine the
hydrologic water supply condition and therefore minimum instream flow requirements in the Russian River
watershed would risk substantial depletions of storage levels that could cause significant impacts to human health
and welfare and reduce water supplies needed for fishery protection.

To address the changes in PVP operations and corresponding loss of Eel River water imports through the PVP,
Sonoma Water is requesting the State Water Board approve TUCPs that use storage thresholds in Lake
Mendocino as the hydrologic index to determine the water supply condition in the Russian River watershed.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: State Water Resources Control Board — Division of Water Rights
Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: Sonoma County Water Agency
Exempt Status (check one):

[ Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);

(1 Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));

X Emergency Project (Sec.21080 (b)(4); 15269(b)(c)): Section 21080(b)(4) and State CEQA Guidelines
15269(c); Specific actions necessary to prevent or mitigate an emergency

Categorical Exemption. State type and section number; State CEQA Guidelines 15307: Actions by
Regulatory Agencies for Protection of Natural Resources: State CEQA Guidelines 15308: Actions by
Regulatory Agencies for Protection of the Environment

[0 Statutory Exemptions. State Code number:;

Reasons why project is exempt: The project is statutorily exempt under California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) Statute 21080(b)(4) and categorically exempt from CEQA under the State CEQA Guidelines Sections
15269(c), 15307 and 15308.

A. Actions to Prevent or Mitigate ah Emergency

California Public Resources Code, Division 13, Section 21080(b)(4) provides that specific actions necessary to
prevent or mitigate an emergency are exempt from CEQA. The emergency conditions are due to an urgent need
to implement the proposed changes as a result of the drastic reduction of potential Eel River water imports
through the PVP resulting from the inoperability of the powerhouse for the foreseeable future and PG&E’s
decision to keep the spillway gates open atop Scott Dam indefinitely. The consequences of revised operations at
Lake Pillsbury led to PG&E's filing for a long-term flow regime request to modify flow requirements. The volume
of Eel River water that can be transferred to the Russian River is no longer correlated to cumulative inflow into
Lake Pillsbury. An evaluation of the hydrologic condition in the Russian River is more appropriately established by
conditions in its watershed. Without the proposed changes, the applicable minimum instream flow requirements
may require releases of water from Lake Mendocino and Lake Sonoma at levels that would risk significant
_depletions of storage levels. Such depletions in storage could cause serious impacts to human health and welfare
and reduce water supplies needed for fishery protection. The required change is urgent and cannot be
accomplished within the timeframe required for completion of the Environmental Impact Report (already in
process) that evaluates broader proposed changes to Decision 1610.
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